MIXERS
Mixers are a useful tool to move students in and out of collaborative work groups.  Teachers select a mixer for the purpose of grouping students randomly.  Mixers efficiently move students without involving student self-selection.  This prevents high and low powered groupings, sitting with friends, and also protects those students who are never selected.   When applicable, teachers can prearrange for specific students to work together by assigning specific mixer cards.   

Mixers can be used to group students in dyads, trios, and quads depending on the nature of the activity or unit of study.  Students randomly select a mixer card or shape.  Once the teacher cues students, they locate their partners by connecting with peers that have a word or picture that has a relationship with their shape.

Teachers often use discipline content to make their mixer cards.  For example, a MATH teacher uses:  obtuse, a picture of an obtuse angle, and the definition of obtuse for trio mixers.
Materials

1. Teachers use punched out card stock or construction paper shapes or icons.

2. Teachers select two, three, or four words that have a relationship with one another.  For example:  Shakespeare and plays for dyads; Churchill, Roosevelt, Hitler for trio; social, personal, cognitive, and knowledge building for quads.
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Used in science or research labs by students and scientist to measure liquids.
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